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EFFICIENT BlILDIXG INSPBCTIO»
The election of Henry P. Beck, the

present Bulld'ng Inspector, to the Ad¬

ministrative Board will necessitate a

new Inspector, but it should in no way

curtail or hinder the efficiency of that

office. Mr. Beck is right In declaring
that he cannot properly fulfil the

duties of his present office and those,

of the board at the same time. Beyond
doubt his experience and energy will

continue to do much for the city in

this direction, but the notion that he

ran take over new functions while!

continuing: the old is founded on false'
economic premises. His supervision as

a member of the board may enable the

office to be conducted at less expense,

but the prime aim Is to protect the

city of Richmond, safeguard life and

insure the best type of building con¬

struction, not to save money. The peo.

pie did not elect Mr. Beck to be Build-
ins; Inspector with a new title and a

larger salary. They chose him to give
his time and ability to building up the

whole community In every possible
way.
Whatever action the Council may

take in the matter should be four.ded
on the fact that the efficient inspection
of building in Richmond Is a matter of

highest importance to the city. The

value and need of such inspection will

increase rather than diminish. The

present activity in construction i3 not

temporary or sporadic, but a sign of

the natural growth of a prosperous

city. The present organization and
effectiveness of the Building Inspec¬
tor's office certainly owes much to Mr.
Beck. But it in no wise depends upon
him for Its proper continuance. There-
fore the end to be sought is the ap¬

pointment of a man who will be able
to handle what has been begun and. to
extend the scope and influence of the

office.
Richmond will be busy erecting new

buildings and remodeling old ones for

years to come. New problems will
have to be met with vision and cour¬

age. In particular will the problem of
housing have to be faced. The con-

gpstion and resultant unhealthful con-

ditions now very evident will necessi¬
tate strict measures and ce.aseless vigi¬
lance. Thej-e will doubtless be occa-

sion for new- laws and new policies,
The fact that Richmond is a very old
city, with many dilapidated and un-

sigrhtly and often unsafe structures !n
daily use, is an added reason for hav¬
ing the best of Inspection. It is folly
to talk of abolishing the office or of
saddling it upon Mr. Berk. I>t us

economize, if possible, but in any event'
let ua have a force adequate for tfee
needs of a growing city.

THE -WHITE ¦Um !¦«) .MYSTERY,
AG AIX.

Ftefar.sson. -who. with Dr. Anderson
discoverers new race. "White Ksqul-
mos," he terms them, living within th«
far Northwest arctic circle, who had
never seen a white man fefore. has
beer Interviewed In New Tork. What
he gave sot adds little to the con-
tears*, cf Ml r-rlef letters and the
statements he made to newspaper cor¬
respondents upon first r»ach:r.g rfril!-
zation. As to his conclusion that the
new race is of Norse descent or
admixture, the only erldT.ce he has
so far adduced to sr.srain It is eth¬
nological, tut it w»':ld seem suffi¬
ciently strong to render it far more
than plausible that he Is not mlstak»-..
The Icelandic tasra? fully estaMlr-h

the f&et of the settlement of Green-
ar.d by ScanCInavlan colonists as far
back as the year of S85. and cf the
Introduction ir.to [fee <¦ ;rtry r'f
Christianity about ?h» y»«r l'-r<r. Also
they prore the founding law of Norse
colonies In PTswrilsasdlaiis. r :. ,- f
wh-re build!-rs are WUÜ .-:«,. ¦.- ¦»r.
is both clrcurr.stsn: al and lesjeadu«
evidence, to euprort the conclusion
that the New»«v;?.d'i»r.-2 etSsjadaCg we--,
la the fourteenth century annihilated
by a warllk- tribe «..« p-^ .»'mos thnt
swept down upen them franst (h* H
and try the Mack plague. This elimi¬
nates the Newfcundlar. 1 « : :¦
the -wh:*^ SBVSratsaa/1 r^\><-rj. The
ethnology-.1 ISlsiiilS Stefar.sson pre-
aeata la that af the new rar.» h>n:-g
blue eye», red»ah hair and b»a-d »rd
a light complexion, ouple« with con¬
formity la r.ar;. r».; t» to Scandi¬
navian cran'al . \-+< i-rtrntic*. as re-
specta meaeur

»r.-j Att, «r1 - ~ .f , ,

Nomewest pea*age. f -a c. k white
race located »:.-:» f

It. but did aot iuc-j .- . r :-
. t w;th any <-.f .« -

.-t. f«r.«»on » esplana:;'. <;.¦ . '....».
at the saawoa Amund-.r. s*aai
¦<¦¦'¦: :y the several trlt.e. -,- j0 i

the farmer's 'Ajsd." wax t.

t»rl*r engeged ia hontir.a .*

sort's re«>ort reri»ed the t/a^: .

In th« shadowy past there had if tu a

big esalgratiaw movm'r.: from J»p»-
.o the »r.rtkern shores of this aayjjr>
haart, «aal the theory that the whit-
rar« of which A ir.aadavr. had learn'l
was ef aalsed Knulmo and J«i-«t.-.

origin was advanced. That ft»?«*»«
son's et«a»«>lo*Scai testimony effecm-

aaaV «IsRPweea ef that tbeor> can r«>d

ly be questioned in view of the typical
black eyes and coarse, black hair of
the Jape: Therefore, It appear* that

the only thing- left to ua Is to trace

back, as he does, to the Greenland
Scandanavlan colony, which was for¬

gotten for gene-rations, and disappeared
I prior to 1450. The question is. If the

"white Esquimoa" are not descended
from that colony, from whom could

they possibly *e descenledT Certain¬
ly they are not true Esquimos.
And yet, if they are so descended,

how is it that even In the centuries
that hava elapsed since that colony

passed out of tho world's knowledge,
they have kept no traditions of a white
race, that nut a suggestion that they
knew anything of Scandinavian arts

was revealed to their discoverers

during the long residence of the latter

with them, and that they do not re-

tain the slightest impression of any¬

thing associated with Christianity.
Tho gap here is as remarkable and as

interesting as the fact of the race's
existence. It involves a mystery fore¬

shadowing that Stcfansson and Ander-
son but penetrated the rim of a

problem, efforts at tho entire solu-

tlon of which are destined to render

the region of the "white Esqulmos"
the field of tho most general and per¬

sistent exploration, study and investi¬

gation of any In the frozen zone.

Whether «r not It is rich In promise.
It is powerful and fascinating In lure,

and neither the anthcfpologists,. philo¬
logists nor archaealoglst will rest

until the gap has been bridged, or by

the wresting of Its last secret from it.

the possibility of bridging it has been

demonstrated to be impossible.
That archaeologists will be attracted

to the region would appear to be es¬

pecially pointed to, by the mention of

Stefansson of relics of pottery he

came across outside of the waste

bordering the habitat of the white

tribes, and his reference to atone

houses, which, strange to say. he did

not "have or take the time to ex¬

plore." Such surface Indications have j
in other parts of the world led to

the unearthing below of keys to, and

missing explanatory links In, some of

the greatest puzzles of history and race

migrations and assimilations, that have

confronted modern research and in¬

vestigation. Why not tho arctic? Why

not the eternal loo as well as the

eternal sand?_
frank frank munsey.

It is refreshing to get candor from

the Roosevelt cohorts. Examples are

not frequent enough to be. passed In

silence. Frank A. Munsey has Justi¬

fied h'.s first name with amazing point
and clearness. Mr. Munsey has re¬

cently added the New York Press to

the string of papers with which he is

backing tho Bull Moose candidacy, and,

it Is rumored, his own ambitions for

the Court of St James. In h'.s formal

announcement of policy he states that

he has a twofold object. One is to help

dency. Thesecond Is toelect to thepresl-
dency. The second is to elect the presi¬
dency a man whose ideal would be "a

continuation of a tariff that protects
the American wage against the cheap

wage abroad." Putting one and one j
together, the wayfaring man, though a

fool, gets a clear light upon Mr. Mun-

Bey's faith in the Colonel and his belief!
that Mr. M'jr.9cy*s Interests in the Pteel j
Trust are safeguarded best by further- j
In the choice of tho unique Theodora j
Mr. Munsey further assures the read-

er thnt Roosevelt stands for "the eco¬

nomic policies for wh!ch this paper has

always stood." The Press has always

stood perfectly pat. Its Ideal has for j
years been a protective tariff for privl- j
leged interests. It was founded as a j
tariff organ. Ths Press and Theodore,
therefore, will stand for the same poll-
des that both the Press and Theodore
hav« always rtood for.
The question Is how will the Mighty

One take thfs uncanny candor of frank
Prank Munsey? Is he ready to admit j
without equivocation that his confes- j
sion ©f faith means high duties and
more of them? This !s Mr. Munsey'a j
Confession of fatth ar.d the real motive j
behind every supporter of the Bull
Moose save thnse mere blind believers
In the Roosevelt myth. Mr. Munsey
has both coarnre and honesty, but1
these are not Qualities especially dear

Ito Ms chief. They must be use«j with
.iiscretlcn. We fear Mr Munsey has
laid himself open ro contumely and op-
probrlum. It !s rossible that his con-

fission of faith w:il land him In the
Ananias Club.

01 r aataawfiaa bwmbbt «t*tnt- I
v. j

Th- regular snnuai demonstration

j of our need for t anking reform legls-
llatl-r, is now In full or>-: The

( moving of crops in the »f?t hal

j r.tused the banks In that section to

(
hoard all the cash they can »erUre

' ar.d to withdraw the|r deposits from
the central reserve cities sad from
Ne r Tcrk The bank reserves in
New Tork a*e «!own to the I*r.; - ..

J mum sod call loans ars being cur-

tailed The rr.crcrar.t and mant:fa<-

I tsrer in the as* rant and ln N« w York
are dOi.ttf.ij rbc.it the money market

jTbe pwssib lit,- of tr.et- getting prop -r

j credit facilities la uncertain, snd our

tndnstrtal and mercantile enterprises
*.' r.atr.pervd by this defect in our

banking system.
Tb-re Is no reason way the business

-ren pf Uta rvmxrj sr I.t permit thee
rindtt1«ns. wrth whim we have been

.
.. f.. . ..... BanjB} to roatiawe.

Tfcay eenstttate a aetlewal disgrace
and have no parallel in nay ether eean-
i 1»! or I- i i.tr*,| ration T>.er*
is an ...t-r . .. r r-«.IfVn .
« S'r.-rsJ bcr.klrg er credit eent'e

,*e -er tres wbe,. r-serves may be mo-
-asneed and riwinaai. fre.,y Ia
t-,. l.gl.t ef tht, rM.mtloa.-li. u en-

'
¦

.patrn

j*-T besntratr reform t. to be e.rn-d
facward .ram 't^-vh ataaa * Thir
awvesaent ahoUd nave the -nun «*

ail classes of oltlsens, tor. whatever

may be the difference of opinion as to

some features of the pHtns of reforms
which hare been recently proposed,
there are certain defects In our na¬

tional banking system upon which

there Is general agreement as to the

remedy. A general and Arm demand
should be made upon Congress at its

next session for legislation which will

assure us an elastic currency and

credit system._
FOR WINTER READING.

The fodder's In the shock, the lamp¬

light gleams yellow In the evening,
but where' are the splendid, rousing
romances to while away the winter

hours? It seems centuries since a real

book, with love and action ¦r»SSf«»f
to a heart-stirring end, broke the gamy
fog -of our present literature. "a3

any one sat up till dawn to follow the

adventures of any princs of fiction
lately? If so, let him share his joy.
Nowadays everything that isn't Uden
with a super-dreadnaught moral is ab¬

solutely immoral, and the simple man

finds nothing to take him out of his
humdrum world for a rids on the
skirts of happy chance. jAre there no magicians of the pen
like Conan Doyle in the golden nine¬
ties, before he won his knighthood and
lost his youthful fire? Will somebody
write for a hungry world a new Sher¬
lock Holmes or tell the Joyous ad-ven¬
tures of another White Company?
Why does Kipling dawdle in hU ivory
tower and write mystic cryptic stud¬
ies instead of once more thrilling us

with the mad ambitions of the "Man
Who Would Be King" or tickling us

with the diplomatic deviltries of Stalky
& Co., or Just taking us wandering
through the Indian forest with Mowgli
of the Jungle books? Those were

good days, when every month brought
some new fascination from Tom Page
or Cable or Mark Twain. Then mag¬
azines really knit the sleave of raveled
care, while now they make us frown
over the *iorrors of Schedule K or the
Shame of the Pities. Who wants more

acrobatics of Bernard Shaw or the dun
rr.aunderlngs of Bennett's Five Towns?
Has the golden strain of English fic¬
tion lost the flavor that came spark¬
ling and clear straight from Chaucer's
sprigthiy tales? The chair and nre an.l
pipe are ready; who will write a book
to make the heart young again?

PATRIOTISM AND PIE.
The Farmville Herald correctly ob¬

serves that to Confederate pensioners
Virginia pays a pittance with such
restrictions that only a limited num¬
ber are beneficiaries, although the!
salaries of certain officials have been<
largely Increased. It is a matter of I
the gravest reproach to Virginia that
her old soldiers suffer for lack of!
money for the bare necessities of life!
while her overpaid fee officers rolljin wealth. A man who charged into
the Jaws of death at Gettsyburg and
left a leg or an arm there in defense
of his State gets almost nothing from
the State, while a sleek and smooth
office-holder, whose only possible pat¬
riotic act would ba his resignation,
draws thousands in excess salary,
owns two or three homes, and lives
In luxury simply because he is pro¬
tected by secrecy as to his compen¬
sation. The man who would have
given his iife to his State is penniless:
the man who would give his life to
State office is prosperous. What i3|
patriotism to the Officeholders' Plun-
derbund?

SAVE CHESTS I T TREES.
The Society for the Protection of]New Hampshire Forests is conduetini;

an active campaign to kill the chest-j
nut blight in that State. This disease]
has swept over New York, New Jersey!
and Pennsylvania, and Is now spread-!
lng north Into New England, and south'
(Into Virginia. Aiready serious dam¬
age has been done in Connecticut ar.d
Massachusetts. In Virginia the blight!
has been discovered In portions of thej
Snog,helilts and Blue Ridge. Infected]
trees have -«en found on Thomas'
Jefferson's mountain. Montlcello.
The New Hampshire Society has

found the danger so grave that it has'
issued a circular letter appealing forjfunds with which to wag" a war of
extermination. Dr. Spalding. of the
I'nlted Stat-s government, is o-oper-
atlng with tf-c State forester in le»
eating the plague. Dr. Spalding s

opinion holds important Information
for Virginia. Iiis warn.ng Is that all
forest ;wt:-rs n.:;>t co-operate t>
.radicate th. flStl atIlls fine;-. Cn-
le«s all dar.sei / ¦¦«, are clean-d up
the lnf'<-i«>n c i; *--t .1 fr« .-h st..: t. H
all owners c-it down and SfJUa tract
marked by the cxpetta. the bulk of th»
timber may be saved. It is a matt'-i
for broad social measures Just as is
my <ontaRio.is di«--ase in men or

ix-ASts. If the ^pores are cut out be¬
fore th. 1 rtaea this fell the saving
will he mear.ured In millions. A few
hendrtd dollars sp> nt now in preven-
t.on will be better than tho isand*
later. The value of »he chestnut tree
-<s i:nlir ann a* a r.ut-cearer In \:r-
sin.a rens into m l.ions. New Is the
err- t> save this sum by »Im<-'.y and
» ep id 1 . cau* .ie

The Cbleago Tribune says that vm*
ina-enio is perse:- hji lnvn>.l a handle

I for safety rator Mates, so the> can be
u»'d for po-.sf» paring ana other
household p>jep..«, . |«et J.f-n .0 »he.lt
now *«<i invent » har.di. th»t oill man«
ilhem really safely

Ret».. ». ?. . hla.« ir. 1 t N . r <

the n,w>«t'rs in the *->uth. the nst.nn
« t 11. hrnond a ss

roti .' Ureterleshe srt ford* Think
of the unnhfr who entlerate to Canada
when they rnlaht be, planner aroond
Chsrleston" laments the News and
' . 'irier lie* ik t:OW seen
Cafstlss pjsMKs smaght have them »4
punted areutis CharIvStoa.

OntheSpur of theMoment
By R«y K. Moulton

I'siags That Make imm Wtrtt Uvtn*.
Making love to your boot (ml and

Just as you ara about to pop the
question, having her ask you why
your nose is red. why you wear
glasses, whether the Cubs won to-dny
or not, or whether you think it Is
going to be an unusually cold sum-
mer.
cutting a package of feminine un¬

derwear from the laundry by mistake
Just as you are about to leave on n
two weeks' trip.
Having your name spelled wrong In

the newspaper when you have stopped
\ a runaway and saved three lives.

Having someone start a conversa¬
tion about Maeterlinck when you don't
care whether he is an actor, a dls-
case or a new brand of breakfast food.

Llst\nlng to a dinner table story
you have heard for nineteen years and
trying to look as though you enjoyed

I It
The Fat Han't Soliloquy.

That's right, laugh.
Laugh loud and long.
You long, lean, lank attenuated
specimen of humanity.

Who cannot cast a shadow
And who shiver to death in the win-

I er
And regard us fat folks then wlth|
keenest envy.

Laugh, doggone you. laugh!
Have a good time;
Crack your ribs.
It's your turn now.
Go a to ad.
Give us the equine ha-ha.
Laugh, doggone you,
Laugh!

Laugh, while you can;
Chuckle, grin, giggle.
Point your long, bony finger at this]

upholstered frame
And smile at this all too solid flesh.
Your period of merriment Is brief.
Then will come the north wind.
Cracking around your slyph-like]

frame.
Beating a tattoo upon your spare-

ribs.
And your knees will rattle
Even as the end man's bonos.
And you will shiver
Like unto the aspen.
Then, doggone you.
We'll laugh.

Answers to Correspondents.
Father.You say your son shows

signs of becoming a writer and ask
what is the best course to pursue.
Were it not for the rather stringent
laws in this State we might suggest]
chloroform. As it is, you will have
to do the best you can and try to|
talk him out of it.
Interested.You ask us our idea of

the champion mollycoddle and we do
not mind stating that in our opinion
the champion mollycoddle is the man

who lets his wife pick out his smok¬
ing tobacco.
Lover.Yes. we can tell you the best]

way to write love letters. Buy a bot¬
tle of invisible ink and write your]
letter; Just before you mall It to her
carefully tear.it into small bits and;
place it in the kitchen stove.
Taxidermist..We think the rarest

bird in America to-day is the Ameri¬
can eagle, the sort found on the $10 j
gold pieces.

The Wink Ie on the Blink.

Up at Adrian. Mich., the following
sign appears over the soda fountain |
in a drug store. ?

DON'T WINK
This Is not an oculist's office,

but a drug store.
NOTHIN* DOING.

They're Ripe Now.
This high-toned thing they call

"tabble dote."
By Jing, ain't never goin' to git my

vote.
I ain't daft on that stuff called n la|

carte
And I could live without it, fer myj

part.
Them fancy French layouts give me j

a pain,
It seems to me that they ain't hardly

sane.
But there's one thing that Just ap¬

peals to me
About this time of year, right to a T.
I may be some old-fashioned and all I

thai.
And tiiere may be some hay stuck in|
my hat.

But there's one thing for which I al-
wajs shout

When it has got the butter oozin' out.}
It Is a food that's surely fit for kings.
It's got the kibosh on nil other things]
That come out of the kitchen, to my

mind,
A culinary dream of wondrous kind.
You ask me what I'll have? I say,

b'gosh.
M -st anything. Just so It's summer|
squash.

! The Richmond Boosters
The Richmond Boosters will visit I

Sr>;: r anburg to-morrow for a short)
'while. They come down here with;
,the i<l. ..t inipresslne the people of
trr- town witti th.- fact that Rich- *

monrf .« efl the map and that the
men >-.*-its of that ity are the people
¦nth nnom le do business.

Riehrr.ond is tbe henie of some or
tii- n;n*t delightful people In all th
,w >rld. and » ;th:n recent years the
Cttp i» \ rl in a material wav

[beyosel the heftef of even its own
t opt) Bth . ;»:*ens. As a lob-

:binc centre it enjoy« a trade »hat Is,
I constant I y . st'-ndine; and will « on-

Abe Martin

On* "' th' most iharmtn' social a'-
fa'r* o th' mMsesnsner wee th' going
awsy party r r, last even la' fee Mr*.
T'ih Paah. who leaves her nnenand

' T i i.ardly ever hear a feller
say he a strapped nowadays. Me Jtat

«w t-|| charged*

"GOSH. AIN'T IT NICE?"
By John T. McCutcheon._

tinue to extend so long as its mer¬
chants go after the business as thev
have done for the Jast few years.
This is the second Booster expedition
the city has sent out, and fhis vear

they are taking in more territory
than they have covered before. Spar-
tanburg will give them a warm wel
come..Spartanburg Herald.

The Richmond Boosters came and
were welcomed by Jrayetteville Inci¬
dentally, they boosted without ceasing,
and distributed advertising novelties
without stinting. One hundred and
twenty-five strong, manning a special
train of four Pullman sleepers, two

dining cars and an advertising coacn.
they arrived at 8:15 o'clock this morn¬
ing, coming from Raleigh.
They were met at the railroad sta¬

tion by a full complement of cominit-
teemen. appointed and headed t>v

Mayor John I'nderw ood. In addition,
there were several hundred citizens
and others gathered to see the Boost¬
ers, and to become recipients of the
advertising matter. The visitors and
tne reception committeemen formed a

procession and headed by the Rich¬
mond municipal band, proceeded to
the business section of the city. At
its centre, the historical oid mark.-i
house. Mayor Vnderwood officially
welcomed the Richmond men as the
greats of his city. i
-Mayor George Ainslle, of Richmond.

made a neat response, calling the at-
tention of his hearers to a number
of Tar Heels who figure conspicuously
in the life of Virginia. Capital talks j
in the same vein were made by Rev. |
Watson M. Farley, pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church, and several of I
the boosting party..Charlotte Ob¬
server.

The Observer trusts that the Rich¬
mond Boosters will enjoy their stay
In Charlotte, as it knows Charlotte
will..Charlotte Observer.

Saturday night a number of repre¬
sentative citizens of Greensboro met
and fu.med what is known as ths
Greensboro Boosters' Association, the
object of which is to boost Greens¬
boro in all legitimate lir.es and work:
for its upbuilding.
Last night another meeting of the

organization was held and a tele¬
gram was sent to the Richmond Boost¬
ers en route on their spe-.iai train at
Kayetteville. advising them that this !
club wouid te glad to have them atop I

o\er and »p< nd a short time in Greens-
boro.
This morning this telegram waa re¬

ceived:
Kayetteville. N. C Sept l'H 1J12. j

Greensboro Boostera.
Greensboro, N. C.:

Richmond Boosters give three cheers
arid a tiger and will be there with
bells on. H. F. SMITH.
The Greensboro boosters have been

busy, and have already arranged for
automobiles to meet the visitors <>n

MM arrival of the train Thursday
morning and show them around tne

city. They will spend half an hour
or more here..Greensboro Record.

The ffiMmfd Raleigh News and I

Obser'.ei rinirs out in a goiden-hued
color ior the Richmond Boosters. It
would hav< scrtamrd in its sdeep at

the mere dream o. sum .1 thing slx-
ttrn \ears ago..«"harlotte Observer.

The Boosters' procession as they
n:.<r. I up the pr;:.- i9ae] streets l-.iade
a br«Ve mm and ::>arfc-d Klr'imond
.irtwn :\ t"wn th.-it is «>n to its law
a- a s.-if-advertiser Ki-btnun<l was

talked h»r«- vrst-rdax BS no <>t!i« r town

h.i« .-en taliti-d h>rr. assd that the way
w^ü |..-«vd t"r 1: v 'lüiond to v< t m«r»-

ir.Ti<- than e\rr t^f« r.- fre>r,i Mew lier.-i
without saying.

At the head of the r»roees«:on w.is

«"hlef l.'ipton and a platoon of other
po'.ic m«n. Then rim. the r-.-md (Kej».
nU-h's» playllng the l*.'.,;«-r song, tbo
words <>f which run like this

r
"We'r* boosting Rchmond all the

time.
Tlx lnstllR*. bustling towr..

Tii. Hn»«t sdece In IMxt» !.an<1.
.I vt .-'.me Ktl.l '.o.-k aroiis:!

.*e'r» making go"d» <-f r>»iv ;.ind.
And make them migh'> we;i.

You'll rome to Riehmond i^e ard Me

.\nd buy the things we «. ¦:

Conspicuous at the bead of the pro¬
fession was s drum mej-r attired «n

light blue uniform, and got his full
stare- of the att»ntlon of the thron««

of spoliator* with which the <1<.o; *>-.¦.«

and sidewalks w. r.- |;h*d He wa» a

... -j.,!- in himself, some one I «. rv. I

. Newbern I>ally Journal

Voice of the People
To th<- F.ditor of The T m« > i''»pat( a

*tr..Is) yswr assai of to-day is an

if.-wif of a brilliant light whlck II-
lurnin^trd toir rtty last nleht about
|d;M .'clock, the source of which I
»sppo*e !« unknown. At ?b«- «am'e tlsne
last night the writer bad fast retired
when to*- room wsa sudden I v t»rtt«
I »ntly Ughted from without far a

short aware of Ilm*», aast at ffto sasae
1 aariaa aata* waa beard.

train. A minute or two later a loud
report was heard in a northwesterly
direction, niuiih like the explosion of a

heavy charge of dynamite, which re¬

verberated through the town, causing
windows and floors to shake and rattl".
The night police reported this morning
that their attention was attracted by
the roaring sound, and th.-y saw the
approach and passage over the town
of what appeared to be a luv ball of
fire, slightly elongat-d. and moving
with terrific velocity, trailing a lopg
stream of rea and blue light, to bril¬
liant was th-> light that the smallest
object could be sanity seen on the
streets. These wonderful phenomena
and that seen in Richmond, appearing
simultaneously, must have been pro¬
duced 1>y the same body, which is sup.
posed to be a large meteor

II. W. WOODALL.
south Boston.

Typographies! Error.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
St.. In your account o: the Atone¬

ment Day service of tiie Synagogue in
.to-dav» Issue of your paper there
occurs a typographical error which I
wish you would correct. In the para-
-£;-aph about the Kol Xidre service, the
!>ervlee of Friday evening, it is stated
that the ritual refers to "COSTS con-

ining the individual and his con¬
science" It should read "notfsV* not
cows.

Very truly yours.
EDWARD X. CAXJSCfi,
Rabbi of Beth Ahabah.

Weeps for the Allen«.
Virginia! Virginls!
Once home of the brave.

The freeman, the yoeman. the master
and slave,

"The slave that was happil> by far
than n iw we."

What changes have come, fair Vir¬
ginia oer thee'

Whate'er has come o'er thee to
change Fredom"s plan.

Making felons and outlaws of
Thy Mountaineer Clan.

Rockefeller; his millions has «irawn
from the earth.

Petroleum, raw, he makes cash frJm its
birth;

In power and plenty he sits mid his
hills.

While yearlv and hourly his coffers
he fills:

!n diver's solutions his coal-otl we

see:
The I'nited States he laughs st.does

honest John D.'

While your sons and eth'-rs dare r.H
reap of their toil

Corn-meal is sufficient returns from
their soli.

They '".are not refresh them with June
of their corn.

Ixst their mothers regret the day they
were horn.

* M T TftACEY.
Chics 20

\ ronsplatnt teats** the -oolhem
I Moflwoy.

To the E-'it<- of The T.m- s-Pisriateh:
Sir..May I call attenti-.n throueh

your coli:r'.:m t<> a condition m-t with
;..;:-. th. .>:.»»! ot -he Southern
::.¦ ,\ .?; South Boston. Va.?

Tv.-o ir .irr. re.:- h lis station In the
ni-.rir ;r. < :>.- arririirt f:»m Rlohmond
at 5 :i »r.-l on<- from Danville at 10: IT.
Tin- rreUht trsln from Daneille ar-

>lees ¦ lw*er these trains and
iv i;( h'- ».'< tars t» IV fr. isht d< pot
The track It the freight esrs Jlai :>e-
tw--« n ti:e passenger d« !.. t and the
ma track. T»at. rd;"- l *»w the

freight train swftcb cars on the track
mtll : ear'v tlSM f- r 'he train from
Panvire. while the passengern we-'

larrfrtsjg to t-k- the trams. The r,as-
. v hit< *a!'l:.l room

mm a tSmeN of about two feet SIX
inches between the edge .f the freie n
< srs «-nl the ir^ri lidd. r of the signal
The freitl.t cars are shifted st this
time wits s carelessness that I« of a

, .ijpiriai mature, and what appears to
!>e utter Indifference to the welfare

t-, ,.-1 «sengers on p«rt <f the r»n-
v \ The fact thai no »eridenf has
. »--< urred is not due by say means to

the »aref iir.ess of the rsllwsy. but th*t
i>r<ir|4»iee ha» I»-. n bird to these who
,,-e *een .OSflp-lled lo OS. ^th-^pot.

«011« I B'stor.

Tr. -'ft- : of "' >. T-re. ' -i-pafeh
«r I have J-ist read.an intc-llng

artMe in vwr tsmue of September *.

signed Alice W Trl*r. Mil I »hink the

writer Is mistaken about the first
canal boat r»orhln« Richmond on April
1. lilt The Jesses Rieer end Kana-
wha csnsl was not ting until felly
twenty years after this data, perhaps
a little more. -VIF.<3I?tIA DAjtsV"

QUERIES&
ANSWERS

Public PlarrrouBda.
Will you inform me whoas to write

to in ord»r to get Idea* for the estab¬
lishment of playgrounds for. «Wldren?

MRS. T. H. W.

Playgrounds' Association of America,
Ma lisun Avenue. New York City.

Marriage Boad.
Please tell me what was tho f]A

"marriage bond." and why they snould
be now regarded f value. READER.
A bond by t1;e terms of which the

signers forfeited to the Kins o; the
government a ststed sum n case the
marriage for which they were obtained
permission was liable to any legs', im¬
pediment. The value lies In the pre¬
servation of old names and the proof
of marriage, etc.

Tell Tale Birds.
Is there any reason why birds are

[supposed to carry news, any -round in
[sense for the saying, "a little bird told
me." etc. MISS ANN M. M
With or without "reason" and

"sense." the idea is both old snd com-

Jmon. Ecclesiastes. X. 20. has "a bird
of the air shall carry the voice and
that which hatn wings tell the matter."
The Greek has a saying. "No one knows
excer-.t possibly some bird." and the
early German has "God and the wood
bird are the only ones to hear." Roman
and Greek and southern divination by
birds Involved much of the same idea
of the intelligence gathered op by these

j wanderers as they fly unobserved, but

I observing- over land and sea.

I Old «eeewd Ckwren.
My parents were married In the oM

j Second Baptist Church in Richmond
I in 184». Can you give me the name
' of the pastor at that date? & R. 3.
I J. L» Reynolds.

-.

! «eresei. mf Vlrgfala.
I Was Virginia the last State to ae-

;cede?
M N TRAINHAM

Arkansas. North Carolina and Ten-
nessee all passed secession ordinance
after Virginia.

national
STATE and CITY

BANK
PICMMONO. V A

3% ON SAVINGS 2>%

Funds
Readily

Available
A valued feature of the

service rendered by this hank
to its ¦.flip depositor» lies
in the fact that it permits
them under ordinary circum¬
stances to withdraw a por¬
tion I r afl of their funds at

any time.
Deposit« fmm $1.00 ny>

wards are received, and the
3 per cent wittiest paid
thereon is cornpounded twite
earn year.

Depi>*its subject to check
are also invited in any
amount.


